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May the spirit of hope that Easter brings,  
Help you find contentment in little things, 
And restore your faith in the Lord above,  
Who gave His life for the ones He loves. 
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C4 Presidentõs Report 
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                 My best wishes to all in the  wake of Yasi.  The damage to the  forest and beach has been 
severe. It is part of nature and the forest will recover though it is just 5 years since Larry and  will  
take  time. The  beach is  a  major concern  with severe erosion of  the beach and devastation of the 
foreshore. While we need make an effort to assist recovery I feel the clean up has been severe with 
too much emphasis on aesthetics and less on saving the foreshore from   future erosion. In places all 
the vegetation and some of the top soil has been removed. We are in a  tropical  climate where the 
fertility lies in  the fragile surface  of the  soil and  is  supported by microbial and fungal activity both 
of which require organic matter; that is mulch, for continued fertility. The removal of the organic 
matter also removes the seed bank in that area. The  transportation of mulch   from the are  is in  
effect the transportation of fertility. However CCRC have agreed to bring mulch back to the fore-
shore ready for revegetation. 

 The temporary huts placed in the council caravan park at North Mission mean the community has 
lost a valuable park at a time when normality and community association are desperately needed. I 
am sure the local accommodation facilities would have welcomed the opportunity to provide accom-
modation for tradespeople. 

 With the damage to the halls in the area the C4 theatre has been in demand. The facility was used 
by Community Recovery, then many community meetings and now regular yoga and meditation 
sessions. We are pleased to be able to support the community in this small way. 

 The  nursery was severely damaged and, at a working bee on Saturday 19th February, some dedicated  
people cleared  the  fence and other areas to gain partial access.  This was a big effort,  thank you  all. 
On Wednesday 23rd February 24 volunteers  from  the Centre for Rainforest Management  Studies of 
the School for Field Studies in Yungaburra came and carried, shoved, pulled and pushed the nursery 
into a semblance of order. The transformation and energy was amazing and gave me great heart to 
tackle the task ahead. 

 We have applied for a Commonwealth Bank grant to help with restoration of the nursery and since  
then  Peter Trott applied to QRAA  for a grant, which has been approved. We have commenced the 
process of rebuilding the nursery, as it is  essential to our rehabilitation efforts. The regular Friday 
sessions can now resume in earnest and all are welcome.  Nina is continuing to handle current grants 
and associated plant-outs  but will not have time to be coordinator. 

 We are currently negotiating with Max Employment Agency for 10 local volunteers with National 
Green Jobs Corps to learn about environmental values in the Mission Beach area through  work  
experience. They will work in the nursery, around the Centre, along the foreshore, tend existing plant 
outs and plant new ones. This will be great for the community and the environment. This project will 
involve input and cooperation from CCRC, Terrain, and Parks and Wildlife.  We, along with the other 
agencies are eager to begin revegetation of relevant areas. We look forward to the arrival of the 
Green Corps. 

 We have new volunteers and a new Secretary (Edwina Leach). We now have the basis of an excel-
lent  group to  manage and run the centre on your behalf. We still need a Treasurer, Display coordi-
nator, Nursery coordinator and a Minute Secretary.   

  I am grateful and appreciative of the talent and dedication of members of the community, and this 
organization, who have come forward  and helped. My sincere thanks,  on behalf of all  the mem-
bers, to those who have  helped so  well while coping with their own personal pressure.  

Maurice Franklin 

 President 

 

The Bulletin is printed and distributed by The Community for Coastal and Cassowary Conservation Inc. (C4)  Porter Promenade, Mission 

Beach  Tel.  (07)4068 7197, Email C4@cassowaryconservation.asn.au  www.cassowaryconservation.asn.au 

PS:  Many small creatures, including bandicoots, ground 

birds and possums hide in piles of dead branches 

stacked up for burning. When burning rather then light-

ing around the whole pile, start at one end which allows 

those small animals at least some opportunity to escape  
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         Recovery By Peter Trott 
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God made rainy days so gardeners could get the housework done. 

C4  NURSERY,  POST_CYCLONE YASI  RECOVERYC4  NURSERY,  POST_CYCLONE YASI  RECOVERY  
 

Our nursery, like the surrounding rainforest, suffered significant damage on February 2. 

The green canopy of Calophyllum trees, which had created such a picturesque backdrop, was transformed during the hours 
of darkness into a mess of smashed branches, overturned pots, trays and benches and shattered roofing. 

The 12m by 4m germinating greenhouse  was destroyed,  solarweave cover ripped, steel frame twisted and trays of plants 
tipped over and covered with pumice and debris from the beach. 

The storage shed in the nursery area was demolished. 

Part of the polycarbonate sheeting over the potting area was broken away or cracked and the shadecloth was blown off. 

The nursery fence adjoining the greenhouse was damaged by falling trees. 

The potting mix bin was filled with pumice and beach debris. 

Interpretive signs and posters around the centre were water damaged or disfigured from being hit by flying debris. 

On the bright side, frequent showers of rain and some hand watering kept most of the surviving seedlings alive. C4 mem-
bers and volunteers, some of who lost roofs or had major damage to their homes, gathered for a series of working bees to 
begin the recovery. 

On Saturday February 19 the chainsaws whined while willing hands dragged debris away from the growing area. The next 
Wednesday, February 23, saw a team of 24 volunteers from the School for Field Studies at Yungaburra attack the debris 
like an army of ants, armed with shovels, rakes,  barrows, buckets and gloved hands, moving the damaged remains of 
greenhouse, shed and  heaps of pumice, sticks and other rubbish, for council collection. 

The potting area was cleared, trays and pots stacked and things were almost back to normal. 

Applications for Cyclone Recovery Grants have been made and a new greenhouse has been ordered. It should be delivered 
as freight backlog when the Bruce Highway flooding eases. 

Council workers have removed dangerous hanging limbs from over the nursery and cleared debris from potting-mix bins. 

The next challenge is to source seeds to recommence planting and to move some of the older stock into local revegetation 
projects. 

It is hoped that the regular Friday morning working bees will continue and volunteers are most welcome. 

 

Peter Trott 
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Dr Helen K. Larson, 65 Reid Road, Wongaling Beach 4852 

 

 ²ŜΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ²ƻƴƎŀƭƛƴƎ .ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ мт ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ άƎŀǊŘŜƴ ōƛǊŘǎέ ƭƛǎǘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
planted more shrubs and flowers. The garden has slowly changed from lawn, palms and heliconias (seems to be the default 
for the area) to something more attractive to birds, reptiles and bandicoots (of course), with more native flowers and fruit. 
Twenty-eight bird species were on our garden list, which did include those travelling in the airspace above ς such as osprey 
and kites. 

Then Yasi arrived and wrecked the garden but thankfully left our house intact. We could not get back into the house 
until 7 February as I was in Palau (for IUCN threatened species workshop, not a diving holiday!) when Yasi hit and Jeff got 
marooned by flooding in Ingham. But there were six species of bird moving around our house on the 7th, then we recorded 11 
species more over the next couple of days. Some we know are the same individuals ς such as the black butcherbird with bro-
ken upper bill tip (who was the first bird to adopt our bird bath when it was first installed in 2009). And the male figbird who 
has a distinctive choppy song. And the Mistletoebird that had been regularly visiting the Macaranga in the front garden ς it 
was seen on the 8th searching on the ground but has not been seen since. 

I would really like to know where all these birds sheltered. Did they use our verandahs? The abandoned sunbird nest 
at our kitchen window is almost intact, while a couple of palms in our yard close to the kitchen were felled. 

Now we have just added Barred Cuckooshrike and Leaden Flycatcher to our list ς species that we had not previously 
seen in the area before. Most mornings the Cuckooshrikes have been moving through the big paperbarks along the creek 
behind us. Does this mean that some species have been forced to go farther afield for food? 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƻƳŜ άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎέ ōƛǊŘǎ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǊŜƎǊƻǿǎΦ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ άƻǳǊέ IŜƭƳŜǘŜŘ CǊƛŀǊōƛǊŘǎ ƻƴ Ǉƛƴƪ ǇƻǿŘŜǊǇǳŦŦ Calliandra. 

POST-YASI   GARDEN  BIRDS 

Photo by 

Jeff Larson 

   Many of us have been traumatised by the damage and/or loss of our homes and  

businesses by Cyclone Yasi, our  everyday life changed. 

   Our wildlife has also been traumatised by the damage and/or loss of their homes 

(habitat) which means most of their food source is gone .  The wildlife struggle to 

survive has been made much harder so now more then ever we need to preserve 

what is left of the natural vegetation and not take advantage of cyclone damage to 

do unnecessary and rampant clearing.  Now, more then ever we need to slow 

down and be mindful of the wildlife crossing our roads in their search for food. 

      Wildlife are fighting for survival τ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘΦ 



 5 

What Now For Clump Point and Boat Bay? 

In the wake of Cyclone Yasi, there has been a search for projects to receive funding to revitalise the life of the Mission Beach 

community. A number of community-driven projects including the Aquatic Centre have rightfully been put forward, but it 

seems that the wish-ƭƛǎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀǊƛƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ άǎŀŦŜ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŀǾŜƴέΦ 

While there is an obvious case for improvement in marine infrastructure in the Mission Beach area, there must be community 

discussion and proper planning to determine the actual needs and costs of appropriate development in environmentally and 

culturally sensitive locations. 

The ecological importance of Clump Point and Boat Bay is widely acknowledged  and protected in the following array of      

legislation and statutory plans ς Wet Tropical Coast Regional Coastal Management Plan, GBRMPA Zoning Plan, State Coastal 

Act, Marine Parks Act and the FNQ2031 Regional Plan. The dredging, reclamation works and rock walls necessitated by the 

building of a marina in Boat Bay would be contrary to all of these. 

In addition to the destruction of marine and coastal habitat (and further erosion of the Mission Beach lifestyle which values 

the natural environment), the proposed marina would not necessarily provide the benefits claimed. We have all seen the    

photos of Port Hinchinbrook after Yasi. The developments at Oyster Point/Port Hinchinbrook and Nellie Bay on Magnetic     

Island produced protracted division within their respective communities and did not deliver the wealth for the whole          

community as promised. 

So what would be a better alternative ς one that would work for locals and visitors, recreational and commercial users? A 

modern well-designed jetty would cater for the regular needs of tourist operators as well as being a drawcard for both        

visitors and residents of Mission Beach. The existing jetty has lost its usefulness through a lack of maintenance and upgrading 

over the last few decades. 

Now is the time for State and Federal Governments to show their commitment to helping Mission Beach survive as an eco-

nomically, ecologically and socially sustainable community by providing the funding for the planning and  building of a       

modern jetty. 

Now is also the time for the whole community to push together for a better jetty rather than being divided over the               

pie-in-the-sky promise of a marina.  

 

Peter Rowles    28.03.2011 

      Photos by Robert Tidey 

              ( before Yasi ) 


